THE    MEDICI

not produced that fruit we had wished, so needful for the love
of the whole Christian Church."

Catherine then tried another plan, and to avoid the angry
recriminations of a large assembly containing many dis-
cordant elements, arranged a smaller conference, consisting
of five of the leading Protestant ministers and five of the prin-
cipal Roman Catholic clergy who were in favour of reforms.
This conference was successful in arriving at a settle-
ment satisfactory to both parties, and drew up a joint agree-
ment on the disputed points concerning the Holy Communion
(the chief point of dissension), and submitted this agreement
to the bishops for their approval. But the latter, knowing
that the Pope would never agree to it, refused their assent.
Meanwhile, Catherine continued to carry out her broad-
minded reforms with a view to an equal treatment by the State
of both religions; various important posts were given to
Protestants, fresh decrees furthering religious liberty were
continually being promulgated, and Paris, strongly Roman
Catholic, saw appointed as its Governor, a Protestant, the son
of the Constable Montmorency.

But Catherine's difficulties were enormous. Not only were
constant intrigues by both the rival parties to circumvent each
other taking place even while these conferences were being
carried on, but also every country around was eager to take
part in the conflict and make France a general battle-ground
in which the religious question which divided Europe should
be fought out; and Catherine had to strive hourly against
anything being done which would afford a pretext to any of
these adjacent powers for intervening in the strife. Her chief
embarrassments came from the fanatic Philip II of Spain. He
kept at her court as his ambassador Thomas Perrenot de
Chantonnay, a man employed by Philip more in the capacity
of a detective than as the envoy of a foreign power, and who
threateningly told Catherine that he "knew every detail of
her days." Through him Philip II menaced her perpetually
with an armed intervention by Snain or behalf of the Roman